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[Text Testimonial:] 

 

Testimonial of citizens of Syracuse, N.Y.,  

– adopted on the occasion of the –  

One Hundredth Birthday of Sir Moses Montefiore,  

At Wieting Opera House,  

Friday, October 24
th

, 1884 

 

Sir Moses Montefiore, Who reaches the age of one hundred years to-day, has devoted a life 

extraordinary in its devotion and energy to deeds that make the good which is in the world 

greater, and the evil which is in the world less. His name, talents, substance and bodily 

strength have been at the service of his fellow beings, relieving oppression, pestilence and 

poverty; and he has shown that his heart is as deep and as broad as human suffering. The 

barriers of race, nationality and religion are no barriers to his benevolence and love. He has 

given of his eloquence as freely as his wealth, and wherever despotic power oppressed the 

human conscience, he preached the gospel of human rights and held up the banner of 

toleration.  

Therefore, it is Appropriate, That this good man’s virtues and blessed deeds, his sacrifices and 

acts of generosity, be celebrated to-day in every country, not only by the members of his race, 

but by all the persons who love beauty of character and pray for the triumph on earth of 

tolerance, charity and fraternity; for thus the admiration of virtue may be deepened in all 

hearts, and the good day be hastened in which persecution shall be unknown, and the 

principles of government shall be drawn from the brotherhood of men.  

It is Also Meet To make grateful acknowledgment to the Creator of the world, for that he has 

lifted up this wise and benevolent man to be a helper to them that were in sorrow and distress; 

has kept him amid many perils to be a light and comfort to millions; and because Divine 

goodness has graciously lengthened out his days and permitted the radience of this useful and 

noble life to complete the circle of a hundred years.  

We, Citizens of Syracuse, In the State of New York, desire to mingle our congratulations with 

those which find utterance wherever charity is exalted or goodness prized. It is the wish of all 

in whose hearing these words are read that a message bearing expressions of our respect be 

cabled to him in whose name we are met. And to our salutations are added our fervent prayer 

to Almighty God that he whose days are and example and whose life is a benison may be 

graciously spared to us; that grace, mercy and blessings may attend him; that all his ways may 

be ways of pleasantness and all his paths be peace; and that when at length he shall be 

gathered to the Fathers, life’s going out may be painless, and he be ushered with joy into the 

presence of God and into the glories of life immortal. 
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