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[Text testimonial :] 

 

Sir Moses haim Montefiore, Bart. 

WE, the Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants of the Worshipful  

Company of Merchant Taylors of the Fraternity of St John Baptist,  

in the City of London, desire to approach you with the sincere expression of our fraternal 

esteem and regard, and to offer our respectful and cordial congratulations upon the occasion 

of your entrance upon the One hundredth year of your life. As a Liveryman of our Guild 

during the last 45 years, we are aware that you have always evinced a more than ordinary  

interest in the affairs of our ancient Company and its Schools. So long ago as the year 1838 you 

gave a sum of money to found a Medal for annual competition in Hebrew in our London 

School. The hope of winning the “Montefiore Medal” has stimulated our scholars to attain  

proficiency in that language, and the result has been that most of the Hebrew Prizes at  

the Universities are won by Merchant Taylor Boys. In 1849, through your munificence, an  

annual Prize for Classics was founded at Great Crosby School, Lancashire, of which the  

Company are Governors, and Classics now form so important an element in the course  

of education in that School, that during the current year two of its Scholars have gained 

open Exhibitions of £80 a year at Brasenose College, Oxford.  

WE believe that it will gratify you to learn that, at our Court held here on the  

25
th

 October last, it was Resolved, in commemoration of the 99
th

 Anniversary of your 

Birth, and of the respect in which you are held amongst us, to invest £100 out of the Corporate 

Cash in Consols, and to devote the annual interest thereof to the purchase of Books to be 

awarded by the Company as a “Montefiore Prize” to the winner of your Medal for  

proficiency in Hebrew at Merchant Taylors’ School, London.  

Sealed with the Common Seal of the Merchant Taylors’ Company on this Fifteenth 

day of November, One thousand Eight hundred and Eighty-three, in the presence of  

 

[Signatures:] 

James Graves. Master.  

Wardens. O.W. Davis     

                Rich.d Whittington  

                I.J. Beadley [?] 

                E.Nash  

Francis. G. Faithfull Clerk.    
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Richly decorated document with, in the upper part of the frame, two medallions with the initials 

of the Company of Merchant Taylors as well as the coat of arms of the Company of Merchant 

Taylors, with two camels on both sides with the banner “Concordia parvæ res crescent” under. In 



the bottom part of the frame is the coat of arms of Moses Montefiore. The document is 

ornamented with ribbons.  

The name of the firm is under the frame: Waterlow & Sons, Limited, London.  

 


